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An Error, on —— 


Under this title a letter sent us by Mr. G. W. 
Bloxsome was published in our issue of June 8th. 
Une sentence in the letter was “Dr. Niven, the 
Medical Officer of Health for Manchester, in the 


course of his evidence stated that he did not think it 
possible for a M.O.H. to make a mistake regarding 
the presence of tuberculosis in dairy cattle, but that 
in his opinion it was quite possible for a veterinary 
surgeon to do so.” 

Last week Dr. Niven wrote saying he was at a loss 
to understand how it was possible to extract such a 
statement from his evidence. 

Mr. Bloxsome now writes and encloses a portion 
of The Sussex Daily News ‘containing the paragraph 
referred to.” The paragraph is as follows— “ Dr. 
Niven admitted that it was possible that a veterinary 
surgeon might be mistaken but was reluctant to 
admit the possibility of a Medical Officer of Health 
being wrong.” We do not think that Mr. Bloxsome’s 
original statement was a fair paraphrase of the news- 
paper reporter’s impression of Dr. Niven’s cross- 
examination. In the face of Dr. Niven’s letter last 
week and of the very weak paragraph relied upon by 
Mr. Bloxsome we consider it only fair to express our 
regret that we gave publicity to a letter accusing a 
public man of ‘‘ simple cool impudence.”’ 





Tue Tusercuiosis ConGREss. 


Last week The Lancet and The British Medical 
Journal published identical paragraphs purporting to 
afford information as to the order of proceedings at 
the Congress. There are three public lectures to be 
given by authorities on Tuberculosis—by Professor 


Koch, Professor Brouardel and Professor M’Fadyean. | 
The medical papers mentioned the two lectures by | 


foreign Professors but made no reference to that by 
Professor M’Fadyean. If the announcement had 
any official source it would suggest an early attempt 
to push disease in animals into the background. If 
the paragraph were merely the work of some reporter | 
earning his bread, he might have earned it more 


| 

“‘ Although.the details of some of the “ functions ” 
are not yet completed, a number of arrangements have 
already been made. The principal railway companies 
in Great Britain have consented to issue return 
tickets at a single fare and a quarter, minimum 
Js. Such tickets will be available from the day 
before to the day after the Congress, Sunday being 
considered a dies non. On the evening of Monday, 
July 22nd, the opening day of the Congress, a re- 
reception will be held by the Organising Committee 
in the Queen’s Hall, when the band of the Royal 
Engineers will be in attendance. On Tuesday, the 
28rd, Professor Koch will address a public meeting in 
St. James’s Hall, and in the evening a reception will 
be held by the Lord Mayor in the Mansion House. 
On Wednesday afternoon, the 24th, Professor 
Brouardel, of Paris, will address a public meeting 
in St. James’s Hall at 3 o'clock and from 4.30 to 7 
p-m., the Ladies’ Reception Committee will give a 
garden party in the Royal Botanic Society’s Gardens. 
On Thursday afternoon, the 25th, Professor M’Fad- 
yean of the Royal Veterinary College, will address a 
public meeting in Queen’s Hall, Karl Spencer, K.G., 
in the chair ; the Karl and Countess of Derby will 
‘give a reception, and on Friday afternoon Sir’ J. 
Whittaker Ellis will entertain members and their 
friends at a river party at Richmond. On Saturday, 
the 27th, excursions will be arranged to sanatoria 
and other places of interest, and in the afternoon the 
Duke of Northumberland will give a garden party at 
Syon House. The work in the various sections will 
proceed from 9.30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on all days during 
the Congress, from Tuesday to Friday inclusive.’ 








NEWSPAPER LYING. 


“The best and healthiest trade in the world is dye- 
making from coal-tar. There is no manual work that 
| comes near it, for tar, and the smell of it, is the finest of 
all tonics and tissue-builders ; so much so that the 
average life of a tar-worker comes out at eighty-six 
years. 

Still better, although not a factory trade, like tar- 
working, is cowkeeping. Not herding cows in the coun- 
try, for that is neither more nor less healthy than any 





honestly. 
On this question of tuberculosis the medical and | 
veterinary professions meet on common ground. The | 
work done by Nocard, Bang, and M’Fadyean is uot) 
surpassed by any medical researches, and veterl-| 
narians would like to see their contributions to | 
pathological science acknowledged — not merely ap- 
propriated. ] 
The following is the announcement with the addi- | 
tion of Professor M’Fadyean’s address :— 


other farming work, but tending cow-stables. Here the 
average length of life is eighty-five, and scores of stalled 
cow keepers live over the age of 100. This is because a 
cow is the only animal whose presence is thoroughly 
healthy for man—the very breath of a cow 1s beneficial. 
Consumption and kindred ills, are utter strangers in cow- 
stables : and the best thing a man can do to lengthen his 
life is to look after cows, and, if possible, sleep in a room 
above the stable.” 
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ATAVISM OR 


1 am sending you by 
post a photograph of a 
shire filly foal, the property 
of Lord W., which was 
born on May 20th last. 
The photographer being 
on the premises during 
one of my visits I got him 
to take the photo. You 
will see the foot is divided 
into three distinct parts, 
and the fission is complete 
antero- posteriorly. _Al- 
though there is a common 
integument covering the 
parts from the coronet 
to the fetlock on manipu- 
lation there can be felt a 
a distinct os corone and 
suffraginis for the inner 
“*claw,”’ and and a com- 
mon one for the two outer 
claws. The small digit 
on the outside of the fet- 
lock is of cartilaginous ap- 
pearance. The lower sur- 
face of the foot is some- 
what similar to the pad of 
a dog’s foot. The foal is 
otherwise sound and 
healthy. She is of the 
best Shire ‘“ blood,” and 
as her mother cost 400 
guineas an attempt will 
be made to rear her for 
breeding purposes. We are 
told the ancestors of the 
horse had more than one 
digit; Is this a case of 
atavism ? 

J. H. Parker. 

Faringdon, Berks. 





MONSTROSITY ? 











TORSION OF THE WOMB. 


On Thursday afternoon, June 6th, I was requested 
to attend a calving case at Pantygynan, Bryn. 

History.—An aged cow, not due to calve for a week. 
Had been sold the previous Tuesday at Ruthin Fair 
by Mr. H. R. to a neighbouring farmer, who failing 
to sell her again had her driven home in company 
with a bullock, but next morning (Wednesday) she 
turned up at her old home, where she was detained 
and where I saw her. She became uneasy on Thurs- 
day morning, and on my arrival I found her down; | 
she refused to get up. 

On cxamination I found that she had torsion of | 
the womb, the “‘ screw ” being to the right, and she | 
started straining severely. I could only insert two | 
fingers in the ‘os,’ and felt no signs of the foetus, | 





To deliver her I had her turned over to the right, and 
as she was lying on her near side it was easily done by 
drawing her hind legs well under her and bending the 
fore legs as well, until she lay on her off side, my arm 
being in the vaginal passage during the turning 
movement, when matters improved very much and | 
could feel the fore legs and nose. She was again 
given another turn in the same direction, legs in the 
air and over her back until she lay on her near side 
again, when the calf cauwe away with very little trac- 
tion. The cow appeared very exhausted; gave her 
an anodyne drink as she was inclined to strain, and 
making attempts at rising, and I also applied a vul- 
val clamp. Before I left she got up, but was very 
‘‘ drunk,” soon went down, and appeared very much 
more comfortable. I should also have stated that on 
rupturing the water-bag, she parted with gallons of 
fluid, swamped the place and myself. 
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Friday morning, 5th inst., was informed that cow 
and calf were doing well, the cow having parted with 
the placental membranes before the clamp was re- 
moved. 

By reporting this case I merely wish to confirm the 
views advanced advanced in the columns of The 
Veterinary Record a few months ago, viz., that the 
patient should be turned in the direction of the twist 
for its reduction. 

I attribute the twist to the fact that the cow took 
the shortest cut home, by jumping over hedges and 
any other obstructions she met with. 

Hvueu O. Ricnarp, M.R.C.V.S. 

Dolafén, Corwen. 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREVENTIVE INOCULATION AGAINST 
RINDERPEsT.— Published in Revue Jndo-Chinoise by 
the French Government, Tonkin. 


Preventive inoculation against rinderpest is made 
with blood serum obtained from animals immune to 
this disease. 

This serum has a preventive action, and it is more 
employed as a protection to herds than as a curative 
agent with sick animals. 

The serum only gives temporary immunity for 
about two months. 

If a longer period is required the animal must be 
injected with virulent virus at the same time as the 
preventive serum is used, or in other words he is 
simultaneously inoculated with preventive serum and 
rinderpest virus. If the operation is carefully per- 
formed the animal becomes attacked with a mild form 
of rinderpest owing to the action of the serum, and 
remains a long time immune to the disease. 

(1) Inoculation with Serum.—The inoculation is 
made under the skin of the chest or shoulder with a 
Roux syringe, the packing of the piston being india- 
rubber: One holding 20 cubic centimetres is the 
most convenient size, and before each series of inocu- 
lations care should be taken that it is well sterilized 


brush may be conveniently used and the virus intro- 
duced inside the nostril. 

_ (b) Injection of virulent blood. This plan consists 
in bleeding an animal suffering from rinderpest and 
injecting a dose of 1 c.c. of this virulent blood under 
the skin of the animal to be infected. The bleeding 
should be performed by a sterilized trocar introduced 
into the jugular. 

The blood is collected by means of an indiarubber 
tube into the sterilized flask, which contains either a 
few small pebbles to defibrinate the blood or else a 
small quantity of oxalate or nitrate of soda to hinder 
coagulation. If the first plan is used a handful of 
pebbles well washed should be placed in the flask 
and the whole sterilized by boiling. After the flask 
and pebbles have cooled the blood can be drawn in 
from the vein and the flask half filled. It is then to 
be shaken for fifteen or twenty minutes to defibri- 
nate it. 

The second plan consists in placing into the flask 
a sufficient quantity of oxalate or nitrate of soda to 
prevent the blood coagulating. The Pasteur Insti- 
tute at Nha-trang supplies along with the serum 
bottles of concentrated and sterilized solution of 
oxalate of soda with directions as to the amount to 
be used fora given quantity of blood. The oxalate 
is measured with a Roux syringe. 

It sometimes happens that towards the end of a 
case of rinderpest the blood becomes non-virulent, 
and it goes without saying that such should not be 
employed. 

With this object for laboratory experiments only 
blood obtained from animals the 8th day after inocu- 
lation should be employed, as at this stage it is always 
virulent, and there are no other symptoms except high 
fever. The temperature may go up to or exceed 40°C, 
but as a rule there is neither lachrymation, nasal dis- 
charge or diarrboea 
Method of Inoculation.—The following plan is what 
is recommended : 

Pick out from the infected herd three animals 
presenting the characteristic symptoms of rinderpest, 
and from each remove 200 or 3800 grammes of 
blood. 

Either defibrinate or prevent it coagulating as de- 





by placing both it and the needle into cold water | 
which is raised to boiling point. After being boiled | 
for several minutes it should be removed from the 
water and allowed to cool before any serum is drawn 
into it. 

After use the syringe and needle should be care- 
fully cleansed, jirst in cold water and then boiled, 
otherwise the remains of the serum will coagulate in 
the syringe and clog it up. To prevent the needle 
rusting a small quantity of borate of soda should be 
added to the water. The dose of serum to be used is 
marked on the label on each flask. It may be in- 
creased for large animals and decreased for calves. 

(2) Infection of Animals.—At the same time that 
the protective serum is injected the animal is to be 
Peni with virulent rinderpest virus. This can be 

one— 

(a) By rubbing it on the muzzle. The most simple 
plan is to rub some of the discharge from a diseased 
animal on to the nose. A small brush like a tooth 








scribed, and mix the three portions. 

Inoculate with this blood, and at the same time a 
control animal, such as a calf or one of little value, 
with virulent blood. The control animal should be 
carefully isolated, and the temperature taken at least 
once daily. If the blood is virulent a rise will take 
place on the 4th or 5th day. 

If further inoculations have to be made this control 
animal can be bled on the 8th or 10th day for a supply 
of virulent blood. 

The temperature of all the animals should be 
taken on the 8th day. If the temperature has risen, 
in the majority it may be looked on as certain that 
the inoculation has been successful. If no rise has 


taken place contra, from the following causes : 

The blood may not be virulent, and if a control 
animal is not employed this cannot be verified. 

The dose of serum may have been too large, and 
the animals may not have contracted the mild form 
of disease necessary to render them immune. In such 
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a case a fresh injection of virulent blood should be 
given from the 8th to 15th day, as at this period a 
certain proportion of serum will have become eli- 
minated and the animal be in a condition to contract 
the mild form of the disease. 

Symptoms in Inoculated Animals. In the vast 
majority of cases there is only high temperature 
which begins from five to seven days after the 

inoculation and continues three to four days. 
Usually there are no other symptoms, but in certain 
cases there is dulness and loss of appetite, and more 
rarely lachrymation, nasal discharge and diarrhea. 
If these latter are observed in a large percentage of 
inoculated animals it may be concluded that the dose 
of protective serum is too small. Certain indivi- 
duals are so susceptible to rinderpest that even a 
large dose of serum is insufficient to counteract the 
virulent blood, and serious results take place. 

Serum from the Pasteur Institute of Nha-trang 
is prepared for the inoculation of cattle and buffalos 
in Indo-China, and it is not denied that there may 
be breeds that are specially susceptible. Indeed it 
has been proved that the buffalo of Indo-China is. 

Mortality. The loss from inoculation amongst 
cattle dces not exceed five per cent., and a little 
more amongst buffalos. If the animals are already 
attacked at the time of inoculation the serum appears 
to have a curative effect and to diminish the gravity 
of the attack. 

If the animal is suffering from lachrymation, nasal 
discharge, and diarrhoea it is useless to inoculate him 
with serum, as at this stage it has no inhibitive 
action. 

Despatch of Serum. The serum is prepared in 
flasks containing from 20 c.c. to 1 litre. It is car- 
bolised half per cent. for preservatioin, and care 
must be taken to use different syringes for it and the 
virulent blood. A slight precipitate in the serum if 
unaccompanied with an offensive smell need not 
cause its rejection. 

Serum for Buffalos. A special serum is prepared 
at the Pasteur Institute at Nha-trang for these ani- 
mals as they are peculiarly susceptible to rinderpest, 
but it is used in identically the same way as for 
cvttle.—From Revue Indo-Chinoise, April 1, 1901. 


The above was published by the French Govern- 
ment on account of an outbreak of rinderpest in the 
cantons of Do-Luong, Dangson, Anh-son, in the 
province of Nghean, Tonkiv. 


Sarcoma OF THE BLappER In A Doe.—by Dr. Rievet. 


A pointer dog had eaten badly and suffered from 
constipation for some time. Examination of the 
abdominal cavity by palpation revealed a firmly 
placed tumour as big as one’s fist close above the 
navel, with a roundish, smooth surface insensible to 
pressure. Appetite apparently good, little taste for 
water. Urine voided without difficulty, feeces passed 
painfully and only with great straining, causing the 
dog to cry outloudly. Dung of a normal consistence 
and containing nothing unnatural. 

Since a certain diagnosis could not be made, the 
owner gave his consent to experimental laparotomy. 





On opening the abdominal cavity a large tumour 
was revealed, adherent to the bladder and reaching to 
the navel. The tumour occupied the body of the 
bladder chiefly and diminished at the neck of the 
bladder. As the whole of the under half of the body 
of the bladder was diseased, extirpation was abdan- 
doned; the bowels were put back, and abdominal 
muscles and skin sutured with silk. The laparo- 
tomy was uneventful and the wound healed after 
eight days. The dog was then killed at the wish of 
the owner. 

On post-mortem, near the tumour, on the bladder, 
and under the serosa of the lumbar region and pelvic 
cavity and in the peri-proetal tissue were about 20 
tumours about the size of a hazel nut to that of a 
walnut, as well as many small hard knots which 
pressed on the rectum. Microscopic examination re- 
vealed round celled sarcoma. 





ConTRIBUTION TO THE TREATMENT OF H2Mo0GLOBI- 
nurIA.—By Veterinary Surgeon Kas. 


Kas has treated 16 cases of hemoglobinuria in 
the horse with the drug recommended by Metzger of 
Furtwangen. This drug is potassium bromide. In 
15 cases complete recovery took place, most on the 
2nd or 3rd day, and the longest on the fifth day. 
The sixteenth case had a relapse and ended fatally. 
Kas gave 2} to 24 ounces of potassium bromide in 
about half to three-quarters of a pint of water, which 
dose in very severe cases was repeated on the second 
day. 

Further treatment consisted in bleeding, and an 
eserine injection. In addition the hind quarters 
were rubbed with liniment and Priessnitz’s poultices 
applied. In the next few days the neutral salt was 
repeated with aloes and the bladder and rectum 
emptied daily-—Ex. Berliner Thierdrzt. Woch. 

G. M. 








Principal Williams’ Memorial. 


PATRONS. 
His Grace the Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry, 
». nies Ee, 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Haddington. 
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The Right Hon. Jas. Steel, Lord Provost of Edinburgh. 
Chairman Of Executive Committee : 
Sir James H. Gibson-Craig, Bart., of Riccarton. 
BANKERS. 
The Royal Bank of Scotland, Edinburgh, and Branches. 


National Provincial Bank of England, London, and 
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Hon. AvupDITors. 


Messrs. Lindsay, Jamieson and Haldane, C.A., 
Hdinburgh. 


SECRETARY AND TREASURER. 


Thomas M. Horsburgh, §.8.C., 1, So. Charlotte Street. 
Edinburgh. 


J 





01 


umour 
hing to 
of the 
of the 
e body 
abdan- 
ominal 
laparo- 
d after 
wish of 


ladder, 
| pelvic 
out 20 
iat of @ 

which 
tion re- 


)GLOBI- 


iria in 
tzger of 
le. In 
on the 
th day. 
fatally. 
nide in 
, which 
second 
and an 
juarters 
oultices 


alt was 
rectum 


ynsberry, 


nburgh. 
‘ton. 


sranches. 
n, an 


Fune 22, 1901 


THE VETERINARY 





LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


The Names indented from the margin are Members or * 


R.C.V.S. 

George Elphick, Newcastle 

An Old Student 

Earl of Haddington 

Sir James H. Gibson-Craig, Bart. 

Sir John Gilmour, Bart., of Montrave 
Professor Hobday,* London 
Alexander C. Cope, Board of Agriculture 
H: Hall, Southampton 
James Clark, Cupar-Angus 
Harry Olver,* Tamworth 


General Sir F. W. FitzWygram, Bart., Leigh 


Park 
T. M. Inglis, Forfar 
F. N. Menzies, Balmaconeil 
J.and A. Archibald, Overshiels, Stow 
James McLaren, Liverpool 
Thomas Burrell, Lendon 
John P. Dunphy, Llandudno 
Charles Hope, Cowdenknowes, Earlston 
J. W. Marsland, Darwen 
John J. Bell, Carlisle 
James George Bell, Carlisle 
Frank Leonard Carter, London 
John Bell,* Clonmel 
John Millar, Rutherglen 
William Shipley, Great Yarmouth 
J.G. Philips, Bournemouth 
H. W. Caton,* London 
T. Roberts Mulcahy, Clonmel 
William Home Cook, Edinburgh 
Joha W, Dickson, Dubton, Thornhill 
W.G Burddred, Hanley 
Henry Phillips, Ipswich 
Fred. Smith and Son, Ingatestone. Essex 
John Brown, Warden Farm, Nr. Hertford 
Bailie Gulland, Edinburgh 
Charles Moir, Cardiff 
John Malcolm,* Birmingham 
Adam Brown, Hyndhope, Selkirk 
William Bower, East Rudham 
Nicholson Almond, Chelmsford 
A. B. Forsyth, Cannock 
E. Beddard, Wolverhampton 
John Speir, Newton Farm, Glasgow 
William Somerville, Cambridge University 
Arthur J. Dobbyn, Waterford 
Joseph H. Carter,* Burnley 
William Wadsworth, Oldham 
C. Howatson, Glenbuck, N.B. 
Jd. L. Gidden, 
T. Allen Frost, Hounslow 
G. B. Miller, Dublin 
Andrew Hutcheon, Beechwood, Perth 
Charles Hartley,* Lincoln 
Richard Roberts,* Tunbridge Wells 
Charles Roberts,” Tunbridge Wells 
Alexander Glendinning, Kirkliston 
Charles Galloway, Ashton-on-Ribble 
Edward Coleman, Crofton 
W. E. Twock, Newmarket 
A. Inglis MacCallum, Edinburgh 
Robert Cockburn, Eastwood 
Thomas Hullett, Cyfarthfa 
William Cargill Patrick,+ Ballinasloe 
Thomas Ludlow, Mansfield 
T. A. Coward Northallerton 
Frank J. Thornton, Dorchester 
C. Cunningham, Slateford 
Frederick Dales, Gainsboro’ 
G. W. Foote, Guernsey 
John M. Aitken, Lockerbie 
John Russell, Manchester 
William Shipley, Great Yarmouth 
E. Hedley Smith, Prestonkirk 
Isaac Limbrick. Chipping Sodbury 
T. Cozens Garvy, Wandsworth 
Prof. Wallace, Edinburgh University 


bo bo 


Cr Sr SH or or 


4, Ravelston Terrace, Edinburgh 
C. N. Marshall, 8, East Fettes Avenue, Edinburgh 


ee Od 


ll el el ee en ol oe 


ell ee ee ee ee 


_ 


me et ee DO ND OD 


Fellows 
d. 


s. 


NWF NK OUKoced 


— 
RORr RF SOSCON KF KE ENE OE Ree woe DD 


' et et 
RDO OO ee RRR ee eee OOOO 


— ne 
o-o© 


_— 
~ © 


bo te 


-~ 
S 


_— -- 
oor Ree 








RECORD 





R. G. 8. Harington Stuart, East Kilbride 
William Summers. Sidmouth 
John Usher, Ratho Station 
Sir Robert Menzies, Bart., 
Andrew Spreull, Dundee 
James T. McDougall, F.E.S., F.R.G.S.. London 
Henry Barnes, Malpas 
John Evans, Llangendeirne 
D. Mitchell, Polmont 
W. Newton Dobbing, and James H. Taylor, 
Darlington ’ 
A. Balfour, Markinch 
Alfred Over, Rugby 
William Woods,* Wigan 
H. Briggs, Hutchnall 
James Murray, Cullen 
Edwin Faulkner, Manchester 
Alexander Lawson, Manchester 
A. 8. Auger, Suffolk 
M. Stone, Rotherham 
W. Newton, Edinburgh 
Thomas Rees, Llangendeirn 
Edmund Nuttall, Preston 
John Lawson, Manchester 
Robert C. Trigger, Newcastle-under-Lyne 
A. W. Lawson, Falkirk 
James Lindsay, Dumfries 
John Legge, ‘Tarbert 
J.S. Drabble, Aberdeen 
David Crabb, Fraserburgh 
George Mitckell, Broxburn 
Rees Lloyd, Rhondda Valley 
H. and G. K. Brittain, Gainsborough 
James Oliver, Hawick 
E, C. Russell, Grantham 
Easiern Counties’ Veterinary Medical Society 
Central Veterinary Medical Society 
Midlana Counties’ Veterinary Medical Society 
Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Society 
Western Counties’ Veterinary Medical Society 


to ome nw 


—_ 


cu 


ee ee 
_ _ 
— ee et DD Se SO 


— pt 
— 
—oocs 


- 


vo 
10 
10 
10 


Southern Counties’ Veterinary Medical Association ‘ 


Galashiels Furmers’ Club 
Fife Farmers’ Club 
Windygates Agricultural Society 


Subscriptions per Mr. Scott, 
New Veterinary College, Edinburgh : 

Professor Macadam £2 2 

Hunter 2 

MacDougall 

Taylor 

ee Duff Dunbar 

Charles Blackhurst 

Richard Scott 

Stanley Elley 

Tom Walker 

E. W. Nickson 

H. B. Kauntze 

H. H. Lord 

J. A. Shaw 

G. H. Nicholson 

M. H. Sowerby-Coo 

James Latta 

©. H. Harrison 

W. Lawson 

Sefton Cossan Binks 
Sydney Robson 

Z. B. Rutherford 

Frank Moon 

Clem Elphick 

Sam Robson 

Sam Wadlow 

C, Pitts 

R. Finch 

A. A. Walker 


” 


* 


Fe et et et er > DD OD DD 


1 
1 
] 
] 
] 
] 
l 


1 


_— 


2 
2 
2 
5 
1 
] 
] 
l 
1 
l 
1 
) 


10 6 


] 
] 
I 
l 
1 
U 


1 
: 2 


Carried forward 


6 


37 («6 


£291 14 


0 


6 





eS 


LS eet es 








ae 
Se 
MAES oe, 


one 


a 


or eat } 
FRR: PIE RS Ee Ny Eee 
ee ae 


eR 
ss = 


POD ZE ESO FO 


ae Tale ae 


Bere AS: 











726 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fune 22, 1901 





Brought forward 
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John Aitken, junr., Dalkeith 3.2 
John J. Aitken, 8S. Africa i 1 
John Stenhouse, South Gyle : 2 
Jobn McHutcheon Dobbie, Dalkeith 1 1 


Subscriptions per H.S. Elphick : 


A. Hunter, Newcastle-on-Tyne £1 1 
J. W.T. Moore, Jarrow-on-Tyne 2 2 
J. Davidson, Newcastle-on-Tyne 10 
W. Hunter. Newcastle on-Tyne . 
George Craik, Northumberland 2 2 
H.S. Elphick, Newcastle-on-Tyne 10 


Subscriptions per H, Thompson, Aspatria : 


John Steel, Wigton £1 #1 
F. W. Garnett, Windermere > 2 
Henry Thompson, Aspatria 
Joseph Hewson, Carlisle 10 
Jacob Howe, Keswick 10 
Pears and BSowlas, Penrith 10 
W.C. Croudace, Haltwhistle 10 
Fred Armstrong, Penrith 10 
John Armstrong and Scott, Penrith 10 
Ralph Rimmer, Kerdal 1 1 





Subscriptions per A. McCarmick, Leeds: 


J. Cook, Scarborough £1 0 
S. Chambers, Huddersfield . Aa 
A. McCarmick, Leeds ; 4 
F. Somers, Leeds S 4 
A. W. Mason, Leeds* $ ¢ 
J. Clarkson, Garforth i 4 
W. F. Greenhalgh, Leeds i 
J. E. Scriven, Tadcaster ts 
G. E. Bowman, Leeds i 3 
G. E. Hamilton, Leeds 10 


| 
| 


Subscriptions per EF Lionel Stroud, London : 


Sydney H. Slocock,* Hounslow £1 1 
W. Hunting,* London z 2 
L. Savournin, London 10 
M. Clarke, Wimbledon 10 
Lieut.-Col. J. A. Nunn x 10 
Colonel G. Durrant 10 
W. Perryman 10 
J. Baxter 10 
A. Rogerson* 10 
R. Porch, Bristol* 10 
E. Lionel Stroud 10 


E. H. Leach,* Newmarket 
Henry Gray, London 
James Thompson, Aberdeen 
James McI McCall, London 
William Scott, Bridgewater 


Carried forward 


S ma. 
291 14 6 
6 

§ 13.6 

25 0 

1515 0 
6 
6 

7 tt 8 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

7°? © 
6 

12 0 6 
6 
6 
6 
0 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

616 0 
8 0 
| foe | 
om | 
ie | 
358 4 6 











£ 8. d. 
Brought forward 358 4 6 
George Thatcher, Norbiton “4 
J. J. Younghusband, Wigton 10 6 
Arthur Plant, Bakewell ee | 
T. S. Price, London 2 2 
Walter Edmondson. Harrogate 2 2 
Joseph Sheffield, junr., Harrogate Te 
Fred Usher, Ratho 3.3 
Robert Lindsay, Edinburgh 10 
A. Ridlington, Ramsey 10 6 
W. J. Mulvey, London 1 1 
Lawrence Abram, West Lavingston Devizes 10 6 
John Edward Peele,* Durham 2 
James Macdonald, Edinburgh 5 2 
W. F. Barrett, London 10 6 
Councillor Carmichael, Portobello 2 
John Young, Bromegrove Te | 
E. Philip Evans, Cardiff gua 
J. Crossley de Ville, Uttoxeter 10 6 
Thomas C. Richardson, Lytham Em | 
W. L. Gascoyne, Ashley-de-la-Zouch a ..3 
James Atcherley, Harrogate oF 
A. L. Butters, London | ee 
Robert Eaglesham, Inveresk ee 
Subscriptions per C. Pack, Lymington: 
A. Wheatley,* Reading £2 2 
J.T. King, Bournemouth 10 6 
C. Pack, Lymington 10 6 
J. F. Simpson, J.P., Maidenhead 2 2 
E. R. Harding, Salisbury 10 6 
— 5 15 6 
James Skinner & Co., Edinburgh i 2 
Malcolm Walker, Alexandria, N.B. 3 
William Anderson, Keith 2 0 
Thomas S. Atkinson, Douglas . % 
William Pitchard, London 2 
Henry Snarry. Bootham es 
J. McKelvie, Haymarket, Edinburgh 5 5 
A. Robinson, Greenock ee 
J. Rhyd wen Jones, Llanrwst 1 } 
E. E. Martin, A.V.D., Calcutta 10 6 
‘* North British Agriculturist ”’ : 3 
Vet.-Col. H. Thomson, C.B., India $ 3 
Subscriptions under 10s. 1 5 0 
£410 14 0 





Note.—-The Subscription Lists are still open and a 
second list will be published in September. The Com- 
mittee trust large numbers of subscribers will yet come 
forward in support of this Fund. Intending subscribers 
will oblige by intimating or sending their subscriptions 
as early as possible to the Secretary or any of the gentle- 
men in charge of subscription sheets. 


THomas M. Horssuren, 8.8.C., 
, : Hon. Sec. and Treas. 
1 So. Charlotte Street, Edinburgh. 


June 17th, 1901. 








THE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


OF IRELAND. 


A general meeting took place at the Gresham Hotel, 
Dublin, on May 17th, at 7.30 p.m. In the absence of the 
President (Mr. M. Hedley), the chair was occupied by 
Mr. Charles Allen. Also present: Professor A. E. Met- 
tam, Messrs. F. C. Mason, W. H. Wilkinson, J. A. 
Thompson, W. A. Byrne, H. G. Allen, J. H. Jones, J. lt. 
Lewis, G. B. Miller, J#Purdy, J. D. Richardson, C. 
Jones, R. B. Freeman, and J. McKenny. 

Mr. T. SHERLOCK, proposed by Mr. F. C. Mason, 
and seconded by Mr. J. M:Kenny, was elected 4 
member. 
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Mr. J. McKenny proposed, and Mr. C. Allen seconded 
Professor J. W. Wurrecross for election as a member. 
The report cf Council was then read, and the following 
recommendations were adopted :— 
1.—fe medals to be given to students of the Royal 
Veterinary College of Ireland. . 
(a) That the Prize, Certificate, Medal, Bursary, or 
whatever may be decided upon, shall be awarded to 
the student of the Royal Veterinary College of Ire- 
land who shal! have obtained the highest marks at the 
final examination of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 
(>) That a bursary fund be established by allocating 
£10 for 1901 and each subsequent year. 
(c) That as the medals will not be required for three 
years, their selection will be postponed. 
2.—That Mr. Moran’s motion can best be “met by vot- 
ing £5 to the fund of the Irish Veterinary Defence 
Association. 
3.—That the Association be represented by delegates 
of the International Congress on Tuberculosis to be held 
in London on July 22nd, and that £10 be set aside for 
expenses. 
4.—That no steps be taken by this Association re 
subscribing to the late Professor Williams’ Memorial 
Fund until something definite be determined upon as to 
the ultimate allocation of the money subscribed. 


5.—That in the opinion of this Association the Cam- | 


bridge case should be re-opened, and the facts laid before 
the profession. 

6.—That the letters convening the general meetings be 
printed. 

7.—That Professor A. E. Mettam should get the un- 
divided vote of the veterinary profession in Ireland at 
the ensuing election of Members of Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


8.—A letter of condolence was sent to King Edward | 
VII. re the death of Queen Victoria ; similar letters | 


were also sent to the families of the late D. Fulton, C.J. 
Carrick, and George Fleming, C.B., L.L.D. Acknow- 
ledgements were received from King Edward VII., Mrs. 
Fulton, Mrs. Carrick, and Mrs. Fleming. 

9.— That a letter signed by the President, Treasurer, 
and Secretary should be sent to those members whose 
subscriptions are two years in arrears. 

Proposed by Mr. J. McKenny, seconded by Mr. J. D. 
Richardson, and passed, “That Professor A. E. Mettam 
and Mr. M. Hedley represent this Association as their 
delegates at the Congress on Tuberculosis to be held in 
London on July 22nd. 

EXHIBITS. 

Prof. Metra exhibited under the microscope speci- 
mens of the Pirosoma or Piroplasma Bigeminum, the 
intra-corpusclar parasite which has been demonstrated 
to be the cause of Texas or tick fever. He also exhibited 
a preparation of the blood of a dog which showed the 
same parasite. The dog had exhibited symptoms of 
hemoglobinuria, and on examination of the blood the 
same parasite as that discovered in cattle was found. 
Moreover the disease was transmitted to another animal 
which was inoculated with the blood of the animal in 
which the parasite was first discovered. Professor Met- 
tam expressed his indebtedness to Professor Nocard for 
the specimens. After discussing the range of hemoglo- 
binuria in the ox and pointing out the enormous mor- 
tality caused by the parasite among the large herds of 
South America, and that young animals were shown to 
be immune, Professor Mettam next drew attention to 
the specimens of the Z’rypanosoma exhibited. He men- 
tioned that this parasite was the cause of hiemoglo- 


binuria or so-called Tsetse fly disease of South Africa, | 


and the same or closely-allied forms produced the Surra 
of India and Dourine, or maladie du cott. 


Mr. H. G. ALLEN then exhibited a firing iron and read 
the following description of the method adopted in 
using 1t :— 

“ Before operating the horse should be prepared and 
the leg got as cool as possible. Itis best that the horse 
should be thrown, the leg well washed with warm water 
and carbolic soap, afterwards shaving the leg in the 
usual manner. The leg should then be sponged with a 
solution of carbolic lotion 1-40 and chloroform adminis- 
tered to the animal. The iron is brought tc almost a 
white heat, then insert the needle, but before doing so I 
always mark out the part where the needle is to be 
inserted. Immediately the operation is finished, smear 
the leg well with iodoform ointment, covering with a 
layer of carbolised gauze and a thick layer of antiseptic 
cotton wool, then apply the bandage, which should be put 
| on very loosely, as after the second day an enormous 
| swelling sets in. Change the bandage after the third 
day. This must be done as quickly as possible to prevent 

the air getting into the wound. After the seventh day 
_ apply cold irrigation to the leg twice daily for one hour, 
| still continuing the dressing with the ointment. The 

horse’s head should be kept tied up the first seven days 
as the animal is apt to bite at his leg. As soon as the 
| animal is going fairly sound after the operation give 
| gentle walking exercise, then start in increasing the 
| diet. Great care must be taken with the antiseptic treat- 
ment or sloughing will take place, and the bandage 
should never be put on tight. After the inflammation 
has entirely subsided | always apply pressure in the 
usual way with a cotton wool bandage. 


CF 




















The iron shown has a copper head, and iron shaft with 
a wooden handle. ‘The head is pierced through the 
centre vertically, to carry the copper “needle” and also 
horizontally, passing through the vertical channel, to 
carry an iron wire which serves as a fore-lock, orZcotter 
pin, to keep the needle in its place. 


A discussion followed, and the meeting terminated 
with a vote of thanks to the Chairman (Mr. Charles 
Allen), Professor Mettam, and Mr. H. G. Allen for the 
interesting subjects they had introduced for discussion. 

Jas. McKenny, M.R.C.V.S.,° Hon. See. 


THANKS TO ELECTORS. 





Dear Sir, 
Will you kindly permit me, through the mediumTof 

The Veterinary Record, to thank the Fellows and Mem- 

bers of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for 

the honour they have again conferred upon me by elect- 

‘ing me as one of their representatives upon the Council. 

| —I remain, yours very faithfully, 

Dear Sir, 


Will you permit me through the pages of The Veterv- 
| nary Record to caer to the 282 members of the veteri- 
nary profession who voted for me at the recent election 
| my sincerest thanks for their confidence. Although un- 


JoserH H, Carrer, 
Burnley, June 8th. 


| successful, I am more than free from disappointment at 
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my non-election at the first attempt. With the greater 
part of Mr. Cunningham’s views expressed in last week’s 
Record Iam with him, but he, I know, will permit me to 
correct him if I say I was a representative in the Army 
on the voting paper, but genuine one or not I am not 
permitted to say. By all means let us have a represen- 
tative of each College on the Council without election, 
but I think we can certainly have too many representa- 
tives of the teaching institutions on the Council, and I 
am sure all of us still hope that the schools exist for the 
profession, and not the opposite.—Believe me to be, yours 


very truly, 
J. A. MerepitH, F.R.C.V.S., A.V.D. 
Army Veterinary School, Aldershot, 
June 10th, 190}. 


To the Fellows and Members of 
The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Gentlemen, 

I am glad to take this opportunity to thank those 
members who so kindly voted for, and supported me in 
the iate Council election. I trust I shall merit the confi- 
dence placed in me.—Believe me, gentlemen, faithfully 
yours, 

W. Swipwey. 

Great Yarmouth. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg to tender my sincere thanks to all who kindly 
gave me their support in securing my return as a Mem- 
ber of Council. It will be my constant endeavour to 
merit that support.--I remain, gentlemen, faithfully 


yours, 
J. McKinna. 
Huddersfield, June 12th. 


Gentlemen, 

Notwithstanding my unsuccessful candidature for a 
seat on the Council at the present electioa I am exceed- 
ingly gratified with the large measure of support accord- 
ed to me, and tender those gentlemen my very sincere 
thanks. 

Iam not without hope that our friends beyond the 
border will yet see it to be for the good of the profession 
that all parts of the United Kingdom be fairly represen- 
ted, thereby giving practical effect to our motto of vis 
unita fortior.—I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

JAMES THOMSON. 





Aberdeen, 12th June. 


= - — 





EXTRACTS AND NOTES 


EXPERIMENTS ON LIVING ANIMALS. 


A Parliamentary paper has been issued containing a 
return showing the number of experiments performed on 
living animals during the year 1900 under licences 
gcanted under the Act 39 and 40 Victoria, c. 77, distin- 
guishing painless from painful experiments. 4 

The return for England and Scotland is prefaced by a 
report from Mr. G. D. Thane, inspecter under the 
Cruelty to Animals Act, in which it is stated that the 
total number of licenses was 247, of whom 63}!per- 
formed no experiments ; that licences and certificates 
had been granted and allowed only upon the recommen- 
dation of persons of high scientific standing; that the 
licensees were persons who, by their training and educa- 
tion, were fitted to undertake experimental work and to 

profit by it ; and that all experimental work had been 
conducted in suitable places. The total number of 


experiments was 10,839, being 2,370 more than in 1899. 
This increase is accounted for by 229 under Table III. 
(a)—“ experiments other than those of the nature of 
simple inoculations, hypodermic injections, or similar 
proceedings ”—and 2,141 under Table III. (b)—“ inocula- 
tions, hypodermic injections, and some few other pro- 
ceedings performed without anzstheties.” Few of these 
experiments had been in any serious degree painful. 
Taking first those recorded in Table III. (a), 1885 in 
number, the experiments peformed under licence alone 
or under certificate C, “ permitting experiments in illus- 
tration to lectures,” together amounting to 1,299, were 
unattended by pain because the animal was kept under 
an anesthetic during the whole of the experiment, and 
must, if the pain was likely to continue after the effect 
of the pone) ct had ceased, or if any serious injury had 
been inflicted on the animal, be killed before it recovered 
from the influence of the anesthetic. In the remaining 
586 experiments the operations were performed under 
anzesthetics, from the influence of which the animals 
were allowed turecover. The operations were performed 
aseptically, and the healing of the wounds as a rule took 
place without pain. If the antiseptic precautions failed 
and suppuration occurred the animal was required to be 
killed. These operations as now practised were seldom, 
if ever, followed by pain. Mr. Thane reports that he 
had seen numerous animals on which serious operations 
had been performed—removal of organs, and the like— 
and which were clearly not in pain ; indeed, they were 
often to all appearance in perfect health. The experi- 
ments included in Table III. (4), 8,954 in number, were 
all performed without anesthetics. They were mostly 
inoculations, but a few were feeding experiments or the 
administration of various substances by the mouth. In 
no case had a certificate dispensing with the use of 
anesthetics been presented for an experiment involving 
a serious operation. 

It isstated that in a large proportion of the inocula- 
tions included in Table III. (+) the result was negative 
—that was, the animal did not exhibit any ill effects, 
and therefore did not suffer any pain. That was especi- 
ally the case with many inoculations for purposes of 
Giagnosis, with the great majority of the inoculations 
performed for the testing of articles of food, and with 
many of the inoculations made for the purpose of 
standardising antitoxic serum—namely, those cases in 
which the antitoxin was sufficiently powerful to neu- 
tralise the amount of toxin injected, so that the latter 
had no action. It was only a small proportion of the 
inoculations practised that were followed by disease or 
poisoning. In some of these cases, such as the injection 
of certain drugs or of tetanus toxin, the effect produced 
was without doubt painful; but in the two most fre- 
quently employed proceedings of this kind—namely, 
inoculation for the diagnosis of tuberculosis and for the 
standardization of diphtheria antitoxin—there was some 
difference of opinion amongst those who had had most 
experience as to whether the effects produced were 
attended by pain or not. There was, however, strong 
reason for holding that the gradual development of 
tuberculosis and the poisoning by diphtheria toxin 
resulting from such inoculations, although they might 
not be accompanied by acute suffering, were conditions 
which brought those proceedings within the category of 
“ experiments calculated to give pain.” In the event of 
pain ensuing as the result of an inoculation, a condition 
attached to the licence required that the animal should 
be killed under anesthetics as soon as the main result 
of the experiment had been attained. It would be seen, 
therefore, says the reports that in a very large number of 
instances, especially in the casd of experiments performed 
without the use of anzsthetics, the experiments were 


entirely painless. The large increase in the number of 
inoculation experiments included in Table III. (4) was 





mainly due, according to Mr. Thane, to the growing 
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_appreciation of their great value as a means of detecting, 
-curing, and preventing disease. Inoculations for the ' 


purpose of diagnosis were now part of the routine of 
medical practice. During the year 1900, 2,230 inocula- 
tions were made by three licensees for the purpose of 
standardizing antitoxins, and over 1,500 inoculations 
were made by two licensees, for the testing of milk. 
These experiments were performed in large numbers on 
behalf of the authorities responsible for the care of the 
public health. The appearance of the bubonic plague in 
this country had afforded an illustration of the value of 
the experimental method in diagnosis. “It is,” Mr. 
Thane says, “of the greatest importance that this 


-disease should be recognised as early as possible. This 


can only be done with certainty with the aid of inocula- 
tions into animals. Two fresh places were registered, 
and two new licences were granted during 1900, ex- 
pressly to allow of the necessary experiments being 
erformed in localities where infection was, appre- 
ended.” 

Mr. W. Thornley Stoker, inspector under the Act for 
Ireland, reports that six licenses were in existence dur- 
ing the year. The experiments performed were 135. 


‘They had been of a useful character, and were attended 


by little or no pain. The experiments were chiefly in 
connection with the identification of canine rabies and 
tuberculosis or the investigation of tetanus and epidemic 


.cerebro-spinal meningitis.—7Z'he Times. 








ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF 
ENGLAND. 


The usual monthly meeting of the Council of this 


‘Society was held on Wednesday, June 5th, at 13 Hanover 


Square, Earl Cawdor (president) in the chair. Amongst 
those present were his Royal Highness Prince Christian, 
the Earl of Derby, the Earl of Jersey, Earl Spencer, Lord 
Brougham and Vaux, Lord Arthur Cecil, Lord Middle- 
ton, the Hon. Cecil T. Parker, Sir Walter Gilbey, Sir J. 
H. Thorold, Colonel Sir Nigel Kingscote, Sir Jacob 
Wilson, Mr. P A. Muntz, M.P., and Mr. Alfred E. Pease, 
M.P. The following representatives of the Cardiff local 
committee were also present :—Mr. D. 'T. Alexander and 
Mr. George C. Williams. The Right Hon. R. W. Han- 
bury, M.P., and the Hon. M. W. Ridley, M.P., were elec- 
ted governors of the Society, and 29 candidates were elec- 


‘ted members. 


Mr. Cecrt PARKER reported from the Veterinary Com- 
mittee that, having considered the letter dated April 30 
received from the Central Chamber of Agriculture inquir- 
ing whether the Royal Agricultural Society would be 
willing to join with the Central Chamber and other 
bodies in a deputation to the President of the Board of 
Agriculture to urge upon him the necessity for dealing 
with foot-and-mouth disease and swine fever by the 
“uniform slaughter of all affected animals, and of those 
in contact with them,” the committee were of opinion 
that under existing circumstances no advantage would be 
gained by the participation of the society in the proposed 


-deputation. 


Mr. BowEN-JoNEs said that, whilst he did not propose 
to canvass the opinion expressed by the Veterinary Com- 
mittee in their report, he hoped that their decision not to 
take part in the deputation tothe President of the Board 
of Agriculture did not imply that the policy which the 
society had always advocated with regard to dealing with 
outbreaks of contagious diseases of animals was to be 
departed from. It was obvious from the information 
which had been collected by the Central Chamber of 
Agriculture that the system of uniform slaughter in the 
case of outbreaks of swine fever had not been consistently 


‘carried out by the Board of Agriculture, and that recently 








in an increasing number of cases the Board had had re 
sort to isolation instead of exercising their powers of 
slanghter and compensation under section 16 of the 
Diseases of Animals Act, 1894. 

Mr. CecrL ParKER hoped it would not be supposed 
that the Veterinary Committee had at all changed their 
views as to the proper method of dealing with these 
diseases. All their recommendation was intended to 
imply was that, with the information before them, they 
did not see their way to endorse all the views expressed 
in the report of the Cattle Diseases Committee of the 
Central Chamber, dated April 29, which he gathered was 
to be the basis of the deputation to the Board of Agri 
culture, particularly those relating to the action of the 
Board with regard to foot-and-mouth disease. The swine 
fever question was understood to be receiving the per 
sonal attention of the President of the Board, and the 
committee did not consider it necessary at this moment 
again to emphasise the views of the society on this point, 
with which the Board were already familiar.— 7'he 
7imes. 


PROSECUTION UNDER THE V.S. ACT. 


At Boxford Petty Sessions on Friday, June 7th, before 
Sir Joshua Rowley (in the chair), and Dr. Palmer, Her 
bert Cleveland Nayland, was summoned at the instance 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, for an in- 
fringement of Section 17, of the Veterinary Surgeons 
Act, 1881. 

Mr. C. H. Wells, solicitor, from the office of Mr, T. 
Bates, Sudbury, prosecuted on behalf of the Royal Col- 
lege, and Mr. Young (of Messrs. Prior and Yuung, Col- 
chester), defended. 

Mr. Wells stated that defendant was charged with 
taking the addition to his name of “ veterinary surgeon,” 
painted on a board suspended over his doorway, whereas, 
in fact, he was neither a Registered Practitioner under 
the Act of 1881, nor a Member of the College, and conse- 
quently not on the authorised list of veterinary surgeons, 
and it was for the purpose cf protecting those gentlemen 
who had spent a number of years and a large amount of 
money in obtaining qualifications, and especially the 
public from the impositions of an unqualified man that 
this case had been brought. 

Mr. Young here pleaded guilty to a technical offence. 
He stated that defendant was 38 years of age, and for 
many previous years to 1880 he assisted his father, who 
was a qualified veterinary surgeon, at Brampton, Suffolk. 
Since then, he had assisted his brother, and for four 
years was chief assistant to Mr. Squire, in Plymouth, and 
from 1892 to 1897 was assistant to Mr. Rowland Taylor, 
and had sole management of his branch practice at Nay 
land. Latterly he had practised openly at Nayland, and 
called himself veterinary surgeon. He had been practis- 
ing in the bona fide belief that he was upon some Register 
before the Act of 1881 was passed, having been told 
that his father had paid six guineas to have him regis- 
tered 

The defendant, through his solicitor, undertook not to 
again infringe the Act. 

A fine of £3 3s. and £1 10s. 2d. costs was imposed. 

The defendant, applied for a week in which to pay the 
fine and costs, and with the consent of the prosecution 
the time was allowed.—-7he Suffolk and Essex Free 
Express. 
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ACTION FOR DAMAGE TO A RACEHORSE. 
RuopeEs v. RIsTE. 
Before Mr. Justice Darling and a Common Jury. 


In this case the plaintiff, Mr. Murgatroyd Rhodes, of 
Thornton Avenue, Chiswick, a contractor, and the de- 
fendant, Mr. J. Riste, a trainer of racehorses, of Heath 
House, Lewes, were co-owners of a mare called Shrove 
Tuesday. The action was originally brought by Mr. 
Rhodes to recover from Mr. Riste certain sums of money 
in respect of his share of the keep of the mare in ques- 
tion. The matter, however, had been the subject of 
arbitration, and the only issue for trial in the present 
action was the defendant’s counter-claim. His case was 
that Mr. Rhodes had had the mare in his care for the 
purpose of training her for racing, and that instead of 
doing that he had wrongfully had her covered, and so 
rendered useless for racing purposes. He contended that 
the value of the mare had deteriorated by £300, and he 
claimed as damages half that sum. 

Mr. Witt, K.C., and Mr. Dunlop Hill appeared for Mr. 
Rhodes ; and Mr. Macaskie, K.C., and Mr. Firminger 
were for Mr. Riste. 

Mr. J. Riste, the defendant, and he had had 45 years’ 
experience of horses. In 1898 he and Mr. Rhodes were 
co-owners of three mares, including Shrove Tuesday. 
He bought the latter mare for 76 guineas, but reckoned 
her value to be 150 guineas. She ran in several races, 
and got a bit sore in both forelegs owing to the hardness 
of the ground. He and Mr. Rhodes then determined to 
turn her out to grass fora rest. She was sent down to 
Mr. Rhodes’s farm, and after a few months appeared to be 
sound again. Mr. Rhodes was to keep the mare to get 
her ready for the autumn jumping season. In September 
he asked Mr. Rhodes about her, and he said she was 
doing well, but ought to have plenty of time. He sub- 
sequently wrote in January saying that the mare ought 
to be at work, and he became suspicious that something 
was wrong. Some time in February Mr. Rhodes told 


- him that he had had the mare covered and was guing to 


breed from her. Witness expressed his surprise and in- 
dignation, as the mare was rendered useless for racing 
purposes, and witness had suffered financially. Subse- 
quently he saw the mare, and found she had sustained 
an injury tothe tendon in her off hind leg, which must 
have been caused by a severe strain. During the time the 
mare had been in Rhodes’s possession she had deteriora- 
ted in value to the extent of £300. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Witt.—The mare had not won 
arace. The mare was bought for racing purposes. That 
was settled between witness and Mr. Rhodes when Mr. 
Jewitt wrote and asked witness to sell the mare back for 
150 guineas. The mare was good enough to win seven 
races out of eight. Mr. Rhodes said he would back her, 
and witness advised him not to put more thana “ pony ” 


on. 

Mr. Justice Darling : How much is that? (Laughter.) 

Witness : Five and twenty pounds, my Lord. 

Continuing, witness said that if a mare was once 
covered she was always useless for racing. He remem- 
bered Apology being covered at the Newmarket Spring 
Meeting, and that did not prevent her winning the Oaks. 
He did not know Apology had not been in foal, but 
knew she went on running as a four-year-old. 

Mr. Justice Darling: When did Apology win the 
Oaks ? 

Witness : Ob, some years ago. I know I backed her. 
(Laughter.) ‘ , j 

Witness, in further cross-examination, said he had not 
taken the least interest in the arbitration proceedings, 
He had never discussed with Mr. Rhodes the question as 
to whether the mare was in foal or not, nor had he con- 
sented to pay half the covering fee. Evidence was given 


that the mare was quite sound in the hind legs when she 


went to Mr. Rhodes, and while with him was badly 
broken down in the off hind leg. 


Mr. Witt submitted that there was no case on the issue 
as to the covering of the mare, on the ground that one 
partner could not bring an action against another for the 
way in which he used a chattel belonging jointly to 
them. If they disagreed they could dissolve partnership. 
Here there was an honest dealing with the mare, Mr. 
Rhodes believing she was no longer any good for race- 
ing. On the other question of injury to the mare 
there was no evidence of negligence on the part of Mr. 
Rhodes, 

Mr. Justice Darling said he should let the case go to 
the jury. 

Mr. Rhodes, the plaintiff, was called, and said that he 
agreed to take a half share in Shrove Tuesday. The 
mare broke down while racing at Plumpton, and it was 
arranged that she should have a long rest. She was sent 
toa farm in Essex where witness had some shouting. 
A veterinary surgeon examined the mare, and she was 
then broken down behind. Mr. Riste came down to 
shoot with witness in September. Witness had pre- 
viously suggested that, as the mare was useless for racing, 
it would be the best thing to try and get a foal from her. 
Mr. Riste said that witness would have to bear the ex- 
pense of having the mare covered. When he came to 
shoot in September he saw the mare, and there was a 
discussion as to whether she was in foal. It turned out 
thatshe was not. The mare was never ridden at all or 
jumped the whole time she was at the farm, and no in- 
jury was done to her hind leg while there. In his opinion 
the mare could never have been used for racing again. 
In his opinion a mare’s being covered did not render her 
useless for racing. 

Cross examined : When the mare was sold she was 
quite useless for racing. The veterinary surgeon after 
examining her said she would never be able to race 
again. 

Mr. Young, a veterinary surgeon, said that when he 
was called in to examine the mare in January she was 
Seriously lame in the off hind leg and was only fit to be 
shot or bred from. 

Other evidence having been given, 

Mr. Justice Darling said that as to the law, in his 
opinion if one partner damaged a chattel of the partner- 
ship the other partner had a legal cause of action against 
him for such damage. He left the following questions 
to the jury :—(1) Were Rhodes and Riste co-owners of 
the mare? (2) Was the mare to be used for racing pur- 
poses? (3) Did Rhodes have the mare covered with or 
without the consent of Riste? (4) Was the mare thereby 
rendered less valuable for racing purposes? And (5) did 
Rhodes have the mare so used while in his charge that 
she became lame in ber off hind leg? 

The jury answered the first two questions in the 
affirmative, and found that Rhodes had the mare covered 
without the consent of Riste and that the mare was 
rendered less valuable for racing, and they assessed the 
damages at £85. They also found that the mare was 
injured while under the care of Rhodes, and they assessed 
the damage on that ground at £65. 

On these findings the learned Judge entered judg- 
ment for the defendant on the counter-claim for £150, 
but granted a stay of execution on the usual terms.— Zhe 
Times. 








PARLIAMENTARY. 
Army ESTIMATES, 
House of Commons, Thursday, June 6. 


The House went intoCommittee of Supply, Mr. J. W. 
Lowther (Cumberland, Penrith) in the chair. 
On the vote for £15,977,000 for transports and re- 





mounts— 





his 
ner- 
inst 
ions 
s of 
yur- 
. or 





Fune 22, 1gOI 





(Continued from p, 720). 


Mr. MitpMay (Devon, Totnes) thought it was un- 


fortunate that advantage was not taken earlier of local 


supplies of horses, but that this was not done was due to 
a desire to treat the Boers fairly, as undoubtedly we did. 
He would not, however, agree in condemnation of all the 
horses sent out because there was a large percentage of 
deaths. The necessities of the case were such that the 


.animals did not get proper care and feeding. He was 


not favourably impressed with the Argentine horses : 
they seemed to have no heart in them ; but none of the 
horses had a fair chance, because they were rushed to the 
front immediately after landing. It had been said that 
much mortality among horses was due to want of know- 
ledge among the Yeomanry, but that was not the case. 
The men were most intelligent, and very soon learned to 
be excellent horse masters. 

Mr. Pirie said he had heard of large fortunes being 
made by contractors who had supplied horseg for the 
troops, but he had not heard that British officers were 
suspected of making money in that way, and he did not 


‘believe it. (Hear, hear). One reason for the extra- 
-ordinary mortality of the horses was the absolute want 


of fairplay which they received, a great many of them 
being sent tothe front within 24 hours of their disembar- 


-eation. The orders from the Chief of the Staff were, 


however, imperative, and had to be obeyed. Another 
reason was to be found to some extent in the composi- 


‘tion of the irregular corps ; for it was not to be expec- 


ted that engineers, stokers, waiters, and riff-raff, men 
with no knowledge of horses, could be turned into 
horse-masters, even in a few weeks. He blamed the 


‘Government for their want of foresight in regard to the 


Remount Department, which in June, 1899, consisted of 
but one depédt in England and one in Ireland, witha 
total, he believed, of only six officers. The war had not 
lasted many months before that department had to be 
greatly enlarged. He must say that the work done by 


‘the department had been unprecedented and most praise- 


worthy. (Hear, hear.) He trusted that an inquiry 


would be made into all these matters. He was in favour | 


of free trade in the breeding of horses rather than of 
Government breeding establishments, and thought that 
breeders of horses should obtain more encouragement 


‘from the Goverment. 


Mr. Scort-MonTAGuE (Hants, New Forest) said that 
attention had been paidin France and Germany to the 
use of motor cycles, and he thought the Government 
might well devote a little attention to this subject. 
Cyclist corps had already proved to be extremely useful, 
and if equipped with motor cycles would be even more 
effective. Motors, too, were necessary for transport and 
commissariat. 

Colonel PriKincron (Lancashire, Newton) thought 
the general conclusion as to the remount system in South 
Africa was that it had been conducted on a most wasteful 
principle. (Hear, hear.) The question of remounts was 


most important. The field army of the future must be | 


to a very great extent a mounted army. Every cavalry 
regiment ought to have a large number of remounts, so 
‘that we could send out without delay not raw animals, 


but trained, tried, and selected animals. The most per- | 


fect scheme for remounts would be one by which in. the 
wild parts of the South of England, of the South of Scot- 
land, and in Ireland horses bought cheaply and selected 
carefully should be kept ready to remount each of the 
cavalry regiments at the brigade centre. Our remount 
-system needed revolutionising. He believed, indeed, 
that every department in the Army wanted revolutionis- 
ing. (Opposition cheers). 

Mr. Broprick said it was assumed, he thought some- 
what hastily, that there had been some very consider- 
able breakdown in the whole question of remounts 
‘for South Africa. His hon. and gallant friend who had 
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just sat down was under the impression that we started 
this war without any reserve at all. We had a reserve 
of 14,000 horses. These horses were available the moment 
the war broke out. The difficulty lay in the distance of 
the seat of war. He did not, however, wish to put a 
couleur de rose statement before the House. He quite 
admitted that when it came to be a question of sending 
out an enormous number of horses from all parts of the 
world some horses were sent that did not prove alto- 
gether satisfactory. As to corruption in the matter of 
horse-dealing, the House would find that he would 
always act in the most stringent manner consistent with 
| Justice in order to ensure that there should be no waste 
| of public money in that way. The Government had not 
the slightest desire to shield anybody who might be 
guilty. He had no objection to giving the Committee 
generally the prices which the Government had to pay 
| for horses. He thought it was probably to a large extent 
| true that our horses were the best horses. They were 
| also the most expensive horses. The Government paid 
for cavalry and artillery horses at home on an average 
about £42 ; the horses obtained from Canada could be 
obtained on the spot for about £30; and those obtained 
in Australia, the United States, and Hungary varied 
from about £20 to £25. The Government had, of course, 
to consider the class of horses which could be obtained 
and the rapidity with which they could be brought to 
gether. It was asked why the Government did not take 
all the horses in the Orange Free State and the Trans 
vaal. Lord Roberts had told him that he had seen very 
few left in the Orange Free State and the Transvaal, as 
they had been cleared away by the enemy as they retired. 
As to Cape Colony, he reminded the Committee that with 
out martial law one might buy, but not r quisition, 
horses. When martial law was put into operation horses 
were requisitioned. As many as 41,000 horses were 
bought in the month of January in South Africa, and 
we had been supplying horses at the rate of 10,000 a 
month for the last six months. He had received dur 
ing that discussion a telegram from Lord Kitchener, 
who could not have anticipated the debate, in which he 
mentioned that his mounted troops were well and suit- 
ably mounted. The Government were quite aware of 
the necessity of putting the remount establishment on 
the best possible basis, but it was impossible for the 
cavalry when at home to have two horses apiece, as the 
drill would not permit of a man looking after two horses. 
The Government would see that a suitable reserve of 
horses was established, and they were carefully consider 
ing the sources of supply which the experience of the 
war had shown to be the best. His noble friend would 
perhaps undertake the charge of a committee investiga- 
ting the matter. He believed that when the record of 
the war came to be written and the inquiry of which 
they had heard so much took place it would be found 
| that the mortality among horses was chiefly due to the 
‘fact that they had had to be used before they had 
| sufficiently recovered from the sea passage. 

| Mr. WARNER asked the right hon. gentleman what 














| reserve of horses there was in South Africa at the present 
| moment. 7 

| Mr. Broprick replied that he had asked Lord Kit 
| chener whether he desired more horses to be sent in order 
| to form such a reserve, and Lord Kitchener said he was 
| satisfied with the present supply. 

| Mr. WARNER sald that authority was the highest and 
the best : but he would point out that in Zhe Times of 
| Monday it was stated that “ unless a large reserve camp 
of remounts is formed from which horses are never to be 
disturbed until perfectly fit to perform the work they 
are called upon to do, and unless officers concern them 
selves more directly with the care of the horses ridden 
by their men, our operations will always be seriously 
handicapped.” That was the statement of The Tumes 





| principal Correspondent in South Africa with Sir Bin 
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don Blood’s column, and it surely afforded ground for 
the uneasiness on the part of members in all parts of 
the Committee as to the state of the remounts even 
now. 

Mr. LamMBErT (Devon, S. Molton) said he desired to 
ask the Financial Secretary whether, when he had made 
the searching inquiry which was to probe these allega- 
tions of corruption to the bottom, he would publish the 
results of his investigation. These allegations had been 
publicly made against the honour of British officers, 
which it was every one’s wish to jealously guard, and 
he desired to know if it would be equally publicly 
reported whether those allegations were well-founded 
or not. 

Mr. Broprick said he would take care that the whole 
business was probed to the bottom, and if there was any- 
thing improper to be brought forward he would under- 
take that it was brought forward. These were vague 
accusations, extending over certain periods of time, 
without names and dates, but they would go into the 
matter to the best of their ability. 

Sir H. Merysey-THompson (Stafford, Handsworth) 
said a great deal of the expense and waste in connection 
with the horses in South Africa had been caused not so 
much by the want of quality as by the enormous 
weights, going up to 18, 19, and even 20 stone, which 
were placed on the backs of the animals. (Hear, hear.) 
If they wanted to get the best out of the horses, so far 
as pace and endurance were concerned, they must put 
light men on their backs. He thought the attention of 
Parliament and the country ought to be called to the 
fact that they had been systematically and habitually 
overweighting their horses, and that they were systema- 
tically and designedly restricting the field of recruiting 
py ——— small, light men from the Army. (Hear 

ear. 

Sir A. HAYTER appealed to his hon. friend the member 
for Westbury not to press his amendment to a division 
in view of the satisfactory speech of the Secretary of 
State for War. 

Mr. DILLon said that in his opinion the answer of the 
right hon. gentleman was entirely unsatisfactory. The 
right hon. gentleman had just read out a telegram from 
Lord Kitchener declaring that his mounted troops were 
now satisfactorily mounted. But he had in his hand a 
statement by one of the chief Correspondents of The 
Times at present with Sir Bindon Blood’s column, dated 
from the Headquarters at Middelburg, May 6, in which 
he said :—“* Owing to the difficulty experienced in secur- 
ing fresh horses, the efficiency of the columns hurried 
from place to place is seriously impaired. The troops 
are for the most part pitiably mounted. Horses are put 
into requisition before they have had time to recover 
from the effects of the sea voyage, and, after being ad- 
mitted to the sick lines, have to be given out again while 
still in an unfit condition.” They knew perfectly well 
that a good deal more weight was to be attached to the 
statements of Zhe Times Correspondents who were 
allowed to go with the columns like those of Sir Bindon 
Blood than to the statements of the ordinary correspon- 
dents at the beginning of the war, and they had the 
specific statement that the troops were for the most part 
pitiably mounted. And the very system which had been 
indicted in the course of that debate by experts in this 
matter was apparently in full swing at the present 
moment, and still they were asked to vote these three 
millions of money. He should certainly divide the com- 
mittee on the reduction which had been moved. 

Sir S. Crosstey (Halifax) pointed out that, after 
Cape Colony was put under martial law, in some districts 
the commandants had taken the trouble to secure every 
horse so that none were left for the Boers ; but there 
were many districts in which that work had not been 

done, and it was clear that if the horses were not taken 
they might fall into the hands of the Boers. 





Mr. FuLuer said that he was quite satisfied with the- 
assurance that had been given to him, and he would, 
therefore, ask leave to withdraw his motion. 

Several hon. members on the Nationalist benches, how- 
ever, challenged a division, and the committee having 
divided, the numbers were— 


For the reduction of the vote 78 
Against 154 
Majority 76 


Captain Norton contended that the action of the 
Government in connection with the supply of horses for 
the South African war had been at fault from top to 
bottom. With regard to the transport of horses, the loss 
in horseflesh had been extravagant from every point of 
view. No fewer than fifteen transports left this country 
at the outset of the war carrying on an average 294 
horses each; seventeen transports started out from 
Australia with a total of 8,383 horses, and thirty-two 
from Buenos Ayres with a total of 25,872. One would 
have supp sed that at least the fifteen transports from 
this country would have carried a veterinary surgeon. 
One would have thought that at least that precaution 
would have been taken when sending valuable horses 
across the sea ; because the horses sent from this coun- 
try were the most valuable ; they averaged £40 per head, 
when purchased at three and four years old, and when 
they had been trained were valued at £70 apiece. It 
might be said that the Government were not aware of 
the fact that they would require so many veterinary 
surgeons. But he himself drew attention on the Esti- 
mates previously to the war to the deplorable state of 
the Army Veterinary Department, which had only sixty- 
three executive veterinary officers at the outbreak of the 
war. With regard to the seventeen ships frcm Australia 
and thirty-two from Buenos Ayres, men known as cattle 
runners were placed on board sixty-four ships, to take 
care of 38,665 horses. Upto June, 1901, 70,784 reached 
South Africa from North and South America, Australia, 
and Hungary. Of the number transported, 3,119 died. 
That was, he admitted, not a large proportion ; but of 
that amount a considerable number would have been 
saved if veterinary surgeons had been carried by the 
ships. Of mules there were 70,769 transported, of which 
2,471 died on route. This was a very large proportion 
indeed. To show the loss which had tran at 4 through, 
as he contended, want of proper supervision, he quoted 
the case of the M. battery of the Royal Horse Artillery. 
That battery was quartered at New Bridge, but it had 
not its proper complement of horses. The horses were 
brought out from England without proper inspection, 
and pink eye broke out among them, and the whole Bat- 
tery wasinfected. Again, scratch teams were sent from 
England which picked up the battery at New Bridge. 
They were untrained and unknown to the men for ser- 
vice, and that in his opinion was not the proper way to 
send a battery into action. Then in the case of the ship 
“ Rapidan,” on which glanders broke out with most de- 
plorable results, his contention was that the Remount 
Department ought to be controlled by the Army 
Veterinary Department, and that all purchases and ship- 
ments of horses should be under that Department, which 
would give us a definite Department upon which respon- 
sibility could be saddled. In the case of all great carry- 
ing companies—omnibus and the like—in this country 
all the horses were bought by the veterinary surgeons, 
and the results in these cases were fairly good. Ancther 
point to which he wished to draw attention was the fact 
that, out of the 250,000 animals which were used in the 
early stages of the war in South Africa, only 20,000 were 
purchased in South Africa. In other words, proper ad- 
vantage was not taken of the opportunity to purchase 
properly seasoned horses on the spot. The system of 
station hospitals in India for horses acted admirably, and 
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the Government were obliged to send for some of the 
staff of those hospitals for service in South Africa, and 
they were the only hospitals which had done any really 
satisfactory work. The loss of so many horses in South 
Africa was due to the fact that the veterinary surgeons 
had nobody to give an order to, the farriers and shoeing 
smiths being under the officers of their own regiments. 
The wastage of animals had been stated by the right hon. 
gentleman to be sume 10,000 a month, but this was very 
greatly under the mark. A few months ago it was about 
7,500 a week ; between 400,000 and 500,000 animals had 
been used up during the first seventeen months of the 
war. The casualties among those animal—he included 


mules and trek cxen—was 15 per cent., whilst from mis- | 


management, starvation, and abandonment on the veldt 
it was 35 per cent. Most people had read the details 
which had appeared in the press of the terrible sufferings 
of the horses which were left to die. It was said that 
they could not be despatched, because firing in the rear 
of a force would be a dangerous thing ; but many of these 
poor beasts might have been dispatched with ease with 
a small poll dagger, such as was used in Spanish bull- 
fights. England, which ought to be the first country in 
the world in matters regarding the welfare of dumb 
animals, was the most backward. The number of veteri- 
nary surgeons required when the army took the field was 
in Germany one for 200 animals; Russia, one for 120; 
France, one for 313; Italy, one for 180. In Austria | 
have not got the figures for an army ona war footing, but 
in time of peace they have one veterinary surgeon for 450 
animals. Wein South Africa had only had one veteri- 
nary surgeon to 1,200 animals, and the country was sur- 
prised that we had these immense losses. In the Trans- 
vaal and Natal there were 169 veterinary surgeons, and 
of these only 38 were Army veterinary surgeons. Thus 
there was only one Army veterinary surgeon for between 


6,000 and 7,000 animals. It would be of small value to 


buy them carefully and to transport them successfully if, 
when these animals arrived at the seat of war, they were 
not taken care of. There were many ailments in horses 
which were of a purely military origin, such as sand 


colic and acute rheumatism, and other ailments caused 


by starvation, wrong feeding, overwork, exhaustion, and 
want of water, and which seldom came within the pur- 
view of a civil veterinary surgeon, whose dealings were 
with horses properly fed and housed. There was une case 
of an officer’s valuable charger which was being led along, 
and which suddenly lay down and cvuld not be induced 
to move, which might have been saved had there been 
proper veterinary assistance. The veterinary surgeons 
who were sent out upon an emergency—although he did 
not wish to say anything derogatory to the civil vets.— 


- were the worst class of veterinary surgeons. 


The CuarrMAN: Order, order! The hon. and gallant 
Member is now, I think, dealing with the Veterinary 
Department, the Estimate for which appears on Vote 1. 
He must now confine himself to the question of the 
horses. 

Captain Norton desired respectfully to point out that 
when he attempted to deal with this matter under Vote 
1 the Chairman had advised him to deal with it under 
the present Vote. His whole point was that out of the 
whole £36,000,000 which Parliament was called upon to 
vote last year and this millions might have been saved 
if the suggestion he formerly made had been carried out 
—namely, that the Army Veterinary Department should 
be enlarged and developed. The success of the entire 
campaign had been frustrated by the fact that there 
had not been at disposal a proper supply of properly 
seasoned and cared-for horses. The delay of seven weeks 
after the occupation of Bloemfontein was entirely owing 
to the want of horseflesh, while General French in the 
ride of his cavalry division from the Modder to Kimber- 
ley had 1000 horses unfit for further duty. The cause 


_ of all this was insufficient care in purchase and shipment, 








and also as regards preparation and training, and the 
want of station hospitals and staff. 

Mr. Lioyp-Georce (Carnarvon District) asked for an 
explanation of the decrease in the estimate as compared 
with last year. The Government had more mounted 
troops in the field, and yet they asked for less money for 
remcunts, 

Lord STANLEY expressed his own belief that this esti- 
mate would be sufficient, and that it would cover the 
expenses up to the close of the war. He hoped that the 
end of the war was not so far off as many persons be- 
lieved. He admitted that when he first saw these esti- 
mates he felt that this business in Cape Colony would 
be of long duration. The work was difficult and expen- 
sive, but the estimate was taken for a lengthened period, 
and it would be sufficient for what was required. He ad- 
mitted that the Remount Department was not up to our 
requirements, and that it must be reorganised. It would 
be an advantage to have veterinary surgeons on board 
ships, but it was impossible to keep up such a large 
veterinary establishment as to permit each ship to be 
visited ; though some arrangement might be made to 
provide retainers for men willing to come forward to help 
the Department. As to the loss of horses on the march 
to Kimberley, he said that the difficulties with regard to 
water were very exceptional, but it was in the march to 
overtake Cronje that the loss of horses was so severe. 
There were 17 farms or camps where horses were being 
treated, and kept thoroughly well. There were 7,268 
men employed on these farms, and he hoped by the 
institution of these establishments to reduce the horse 
mortality. The observations of the hon. member with 
reference to the veterinary surgeons would not be lost 
sight of. 

Mr. C. Hosnousse asked why the sale of cart and other 
animals at the end of the war was not estimated to pro- 
duce more than £135,000. Having regard to the vast 
number of transport animals sent to South Africa he 
thought the sale should produce a much larger sum. 

Mr. Broprick said the reduction of the Army in 
South Africa must necessarily be gradual. Horses would 
be required for the constabulary, and until more regular 
means of communication were provided, many of the 
transport animals would be applied to local purposes. It 
was extremely likely that if the war come to an end to- 
morrow a much larger sum would be realised, but we 
should not have a small force as a permanent garrison in 
South Africa until some considerable period has 
elapsed. 


House of Commons, Friday, June 7. 


Mr. Ditton complained that the Government had 
failed to answer any of the criticisms on this vote, and 
that a sum preposterously large had been asked for in 
order to avoid the necessity for any supplementary esti- 
mate. By carelessness and mismanagement there had 
been an enormous slaughter of horses in South Africa, 
and no assurance had been given that the system which 
had led to this was altered. Within the last few days a 
statement had appeared in Zhe Times from one of its 
Correspondents in South Africa that no horses were 


| available for one of the Yeomanry battalions, although 


the men were practically dismounted, because all the 
remounts were used in teaching the new drafts how to 
ride. 

Mr. Broprick thought that he was entitled to take 
the evidence of the general commanding the troops in 
South Africa rather than that of any correspondent. He 
had already explained that the vote for the transport 
was necessarily as high as last year because the hope 
was entertained that they would be able to bring home 
a large proportion of the troops employed at the front. 
The vote had been reduced because better contracts for 
transports had been made, and J ord Kitchener had been 
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most careful to give his personal attention to them. He 
had made large reductions in the contracts made and in 
the cost.of conveying troops in South Africa. 

Captain Norton said that the complaint was that 
more than £7,000,000 had been paid during the past 
year to mount our troops, and that our troops had never- 
theless been abominably mounted. The veterinary 
department was entirely inadequate, and the civilian 
veterinary surgeons who had been employed were merely 
the sweepings of the veterinary profession. 

In answer to other questions, 

Lord STANLEY said that there was no intention of 
bringing home the horses which had been sent out. It 
was a question whether the nucleus of a remount depart- 
ment should not be formed in South Africa, which ought 
in future to provide remounts as well as any other part 
of the Empire. 


THE CONVEYANCE OF Horses FROM SoutH AFRICA. 


Sir J. B. Marte (Camberwell, Dulwich) asked the 
Secretary of State for War whether he would state how 
many horses used for military purposes were shipped 
from South Africa between January 1 and June 1 this 
year; how many horses were landed in South Africa 
between the same dates; and what was the estimated 
cost per horse for conveyance each way between South 
Africa and England; and whether the Government 
would consider the possibility of chargers belonging to 
officers returning home being retained in South Africa 
for the use of officers proceeding from England to fill 
their places. 

Mr. Broprick.—One hundred and twenty horses, 
which were officers’ chargers, were brought back 
from South Africa during the five months referred to. 
These included the horses of deceased officers whose 
relatives wished to retain them; 33,483 horses were 
landed in South Africa in the same period. The cost of 
conveyance from England of remounts by freight or 
or in horse transports averages from £20 to £25. Officers’ 
chargers are generally sent in infantry transports, and 
no extra cost is incurred for their conveyance. Chargers 
which are the property of the Remount Department 
are retained in South Africa. With those which are the 
private property of the officers it is, of course, impossible 
to interfere. 

Sir J. B. Map.e asked if it was not possible that the 
officers’ chargers coming back from South Africa, some 
of which were not worth the cost of carriage, might be 
bought out there even as “cats meat” and the cost of 
carriage saved ? 

Mr. Broprick.—No, Sir. My hon. friend will, I think, 
understand that 120 horses coming back in the course of 
five months, at an average of from £20 to £25, including 
a number of chargers cf deceased officers, is not an 
amount which will make a great difference either way. 
It is entirely a question for an officer who has a charger 
on which he sets store whether he leaves it in South 
Africa or brings it home.—7'he Times. 








Personal. 


On June 9th at the residence of her daughter, Priory 
Mansions, Priory Park Road, Kilburn, London, N.W., 
Jane Lawson, of 163, Withington Road, Whalley Range, 
widow of the late John Lawson, veterinary surgeon, of 
Manchester, in her 82nd year. Interred at Harpurhey 


Cemetery on Thursday, the 13th. 


We deeply regret to learn that Miss Omerod, LL.D., is 
lying seriously ill at her residence Torrington House, St. 
Albans. 





MR. HANBURY ON THE DISEASES OF 
ANIMALS ACTS. 


The President of the Board of Agriculture received! 
on Tuesday, at the Westminster Hall Grand Committee: 
room, a deputation from the Central and Associated 
Chambers of Agriculture on the subject of the adminis- 
tration of the Diseases of Animals Acts, with regard to: 
the foot-and-mouth disease and swine fever. Mr. Han- 
bury was accompanied by Lord Howe, Mr. T. H. Elliott,. 
C.B., secretary of the Board, Sir Jazob Wilson, Major 
Tennant, Mr. Cope, and Mr. Goddard. Among the mem- 
bers of the deputation were Lord Bath, Lord Camper- 
down, Lord Herries, Mr. Alex. Cross, M.P., Mr. Chan- 
ning, M.P., Mr. Jeffreys, M.P., Mr. Strachey, M.P., Mr. 
Field, M.P., and Sir Mark Stewart, M.P. 

Lord Batu, as chairman of the Central and Associated 
Chambers of Agriculture, said the deputation was a most 
representative one. First of all there was the Central 
Chamber with its 72 associated chambers ; the Scottish 
Chamber of Agriculture, with its 50 associated cham- 
bers ; and old-established societies like the Bath and 
West of England Society, the Farmers’ Club, the Royal! 
Counties Society, the Royal Lancashire Agricultural 
Society, the British Dairy Farmers’ Association, and 
others, making a total of 16 agricultural societies, 11 herd 
and flock book societies, four cattle societies, six sheep: 
societies, and the National Pig Breeders’ Association. 
The object of the deputation was to urge upon the Board 
of Agriculture that in the case of the outbreaks of foot- 
and-mouth disease and swine fever they should pursue a 
uniform policy of slaughter with compensation for the 
affected animals and also of animals which had been 
brought into contact with the diseased animals. 

Mr. B, St. Jonn Ackers (chairman of the Cattle 
Diseases Committee of the Central and Associated Cham- 
bers of Agriculture) said they wanted prompt slaughter 
and compensation in allcases. With regard to foot-and- 
mouth disease, the Farmers’ Club, while approving of 
the vigorous isolation of all stock in the isolated district, 
regretted that the Board had made no effort to stamp: 
out the disease by the prompt slaughter of all cattle 
upon the farms where the first outbreak was discovered. 
The farmers were willing to submit to restrictions as 
long as they saw there was a determination on the part 
of the Board to stamp out the disease as speedily as 
possible. They wanted the disease of swine fever eradi- 
cated without any avoidable delay, no matter how severe 
the process might be. 

Mr. Strachey, M.P., representing the Bath and West of 
England Chamber of Agriculture, Mr. Alex Cross, M.P. 
—— of the Scottish Chamber of Agriculture), Mr. 
Johan Barron (National Pig Breeders’ Association) Prof. 
Penberthy (Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons), Lord 
Camperdown (Sheep Breeders’ Association), Mr. 8. Kid- 
ner (Somerset), Mr. George Street (Farmers’ Club), Mr. 
Field, M.P., Mr. James Hay (Blackburn Farmers’ Asso- 
ciation), and Mr. Sadler (Nantwich Farmers’ Club), hav- 
ing spoken, 

Mr. Hanpury said that with regard to the foot-and- 
mouth disease he need not say anything, because the re- 
cent outbreak had been stamped out. Therefore he 
should confine himself to swine fever. It was quite 
possible that the very success of the Board in dealing with 
pleuro-pneumonia and foot-and-mouth disease might lead 
them to torm exaggerated opinions as to the possibility of 
also stamping out swine fever. But swine fever differed 
from those diseases. }In the first place it was quite possi- 
ble for swine to go about suffering from swine fever for 
months and yet not show any external symptoms of it, 
and that made the task of dealing with it exceedingly 
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difficult. Then the germs of the disease differed both 
from pleuro-pneumonia and foot-and-mouth disease. 
With regard to pleuro-pneumonia it was particularly 
easy to stamp out the disease, because the germ coull | 
live only for a very short time indeed outside the living 
animal and was communicable to the living animal only | 
in a particular way by introduction into its lungs. In | 
the case of swine fever the germ of the disease was very | 
long-lived ; and it would exist for a considerable period | 
.outside the living animal. It was a most virulent germ, | 
and unfortunately the conditions under which the pigs 
lived were the very conditions under which the germ was | 
most likely to live and tospread. Then, again, there was | 
more frequent movement in the case of pigs than of 
.cattle ; and they could not get the average man to treat | 
swine fever as seriously as he treated other diseases, 
‘Then magistrates did not take as serious a view of the! 
mutter as they ought, for they imposed fines which paid 
the breaker of the law to go ondoing it. He appealed to 
the magistrates to assist the Board in this matter. The 
Home Office had issued a circular to magistrates calling 
their attention to the utterly inadequate fines for break- 
ing the law. Then the Board wanted the assistance of | 
the local authorities in carrying out the powers which | 
had been entrusted to them. For instance, in Lancashire | 
the disease was practically extinct so long as the local | 
authorities placed an embargo upon the importation of 
pigs from Ireland, but as soon as it was taken off the 
-disease reappeared. The recommendations of the depu- | 
tation only dealt with pigs in infected places, and they | 
suggested that in every case the diseased pig and the pigs | 
in contact should be slaughtered. They would agree | 
with him that they ought not to offer such compensation | 
as to induce the owners of the pig not to care whether be | 
introduced disease among his pigs or not ; and there | 
would always be that danger with regard to slaughter. | 
If the Board’s isolation system tended to encourage 
disease in a way that slaughter would not, then the depu- | 
tation mightcomplain. But he hoped to show that their | 
isolation system had proved just as effective in stopping 
the disease within the infected place as slaughter fad, 
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ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
From The London Gazette : 
Wark Orrice, Pant Mau, June 18. 
Vet.-Lieut H. P. Turnbull to to Vet.-Captain. 


C.V.S. Runciman, relapse, June 10th, Graaf Reinet. 
(Dangerously ill enteric.) Slightly improved June 12 ; 
progressing favourably June 14. 

C.V.S. T. Hirst, C. E. Wells, and E. M. D. Dixon left 
Cape Town for England in the steamship “ Victorian ” 
on June 10. 

Colonel J. Drummond Lambert, C.B., late Director 
General Army Veterinary Department, has been granted 
a Distinguished Service Reward. Colonel Lambert 


joined the Army October 12, 1857, and most ably dis- 


charged the duties of Director-General, 1892-97. He 
served with the 17th Lancers in the Zulu War, 1879, and 
was present at the engagement at Ulundi (medal with 
clasp). He also served in the Boer War, 1881, as Princi 
pal Veterinary Surgeon, but as an armistice had then 
been declared peace eventually resulted.—Army and 
Navy Gazette. , 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE VOTING PAPER. 

Ss ’ 

| have read Mr. Cunningham’s two articles on this 
question and quite fail to understand what his grievance 
is. Forsome years past Scotland has sent an average of 
tive members to our Council and by no manipulation of 
figures can that division of the kingdom claim many 
more seats on a body numbering only 32. Every year | 
see anumber of English candidates unsuccessful— very 
seldom do I see a Scots candidate fail to obtain a 
lace. 

The present system of voting papers gives every mem 
ber of the profession the same power of election and 


and that they had in the lest year, as compared with | selection as his neighbour. The profession numbers 
1895, when slaughter was on a large scale, saved to the | only 3500 members and I cannot understand what dis 
local taxation account no less than £140,000 a year | tinct interests are possessed by the man_ practising ia 
“There was no flaw in the regulations of the Board but | (jJasgow thatare not possessed by the practitionerin York 
the way in which they had been carried out. In some |The present voting system is simple and plain. It is 
cases authority to slaughter had been refused in the first | just and wide. How can it be improved! What are 
place and afterwards granted ; but in future the Board|the methods which Mr. Cunningham proposes’ The 
would take care that in all cases there should be slaugh- | parliamentary system is not comparable with our re- 
ter of diseased pigs, and only in case of the healthy pigs | quirements. A member of Parliament has local interests 
would there be isolation. The figures showed that isola- | t) Jook after of great importance. His constituency con- 
tion was as effective as slaughter in stopping the spread | tains perhaps 20,000 electors and hundreds lose their 
of the disease in the past few years. Since March 31 | right of voting from inability to attend at the polling 
however, there had been a great spread of the disease. | places. No man in our little circle need lose his vote 
‘The policy they had pursued with regard to the infected | and no one is put to any expense in recording it. 
places, whether by isolation or slaughter, had been suc-| Jf I understand Mr. Cunningham aright he would 
cessful. But their experience was this—that it was not | divide the country into districts and give each a repre 
by their treatment of the infected places, but by stopping | sentative. Would he then forbid every practitioner 
the movement of animals, that foot-and-mouth disease | |iying outside the district to vote within it? Would he 
and swine fever alike were brought to an end, or, at any | prohibit any one outside of the district standing as a 
rate, were largely decreased. The Board did not see any | candidate within it! Would he make his districts of 
_justification for the wholesale slaughter which the depu- | certain areas irrespective of their veterinary population 
tation thought was the only remedy. Then, with regard | or would he make each district to contain the same 
to the veterinary inspectors, there were 700 of them who, | number of practitioners? Who would control and 
speaking generally, did their work very well, but others | manage the election of each district? These questions 
had made mistakes in diagnosing disease. They intended | are important and I confess seem to me suggestive of a 
to increase the number of the veterinary staff very con-| complex and unworkable arrangement. Suppose in 
siderably. In conclusion, he said they were determined | some district no practitioner cared to be a candidate, 
to take such steps as would enable them to be as success- | would an outsider be admitted ! Then, again, Mr. 
ful with swine fever as they were with the other diseases (ynningham in his first letter suggested that the Army, 
under the regulations of the Board. ithe Schools, the Veterinary Societies and each large 
Lord Batn having thanked the mght hon. gentleman, ' town should “ have its own special and direct represen- 
the deputation withdrew.—-7he Times. | tative in Council.” Would he limit the honour to large 
| societies or admit those whose average attendance is, say, 
five per meeting. Who would be the electorate for each 
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school? Surely only men who had graduated from it. 
Who would be the candidates for schools? If not the 
Principal, his friend or his enemy ? 

Really one wonders how any thoughtful man can sug- 
gest a scheme so, to quote Mr. Cunningham’s words, 
“ cumbrous, unfair and extravagant.” The “absurdity 
and injustice of the the system ” is too palpable. 

Mr. Cunningham thinks it wrong that an elector 
should strike out of his voting paper the name of a man 
he does not know. I think he could do nothing more 
sensible, and I fancy most practitioners would agree with 
me that a candidate for Council who is unknown out- 
side of his native village is hardly a first class man. 
Nothing human is perfect. The voting paper system is 
not perfect, but it is far away better than the suggestion 
of 32 districts and some provisions for Army and School 
representation tacked on. A VoTER. 





BARLEY AS HORSE-FOOD. 
Sir, 

1 have been reading in 7’he Veterinary Record a very 
interesting lecture by Mr. Rogerson, F.R.C.V.8., on 
Colic. J am constrained to write a reply to it, for I ob- 
serve that Mr. Rogerson alludes to barley as a cause of 
colic in that it posseses heat-producing tendencies. If this 
a English and Indian barley must be two very different 
things. 

The two most common ailments among troop horses 
in this country are colic and a skin affection vulgarly 
known as “ prickly heat,” this latter being very prevalent 
amongst all classes of Walers. Walers are also addicted 
to colic whilst acclimatising. 

The grain most commonly used in this conntry, or [ 
should rather say in the North-West and Punjab, is 
gram, and that this grain is answerable for a great deal 
of colic and many cases of skin affections I have no hesi- 
tation in saying. Wemake it a rule, whenever a horse 
shows signs of prickly heat or general unthriftiness to 
change his grain ration at once from gram to barley, and 
in the majority of cases this change of grain alone has 
done all that was necessary. 

From a personal point of view Ican say that for the 
past seven years I have fed ajstable of from seven to 
eight horses—Arabs, :Walers, and country breds—on 
barley and bran entirely, with the most excellent results, 
both as regards freedom from sickness and capacity to 


% . . o.°6 
. work. Fora horse in ordinary work such as driving, 


arade work and hacking, some 3 lbs. bran and 5 lbs. 

arley isthe average. For horses doing hard work, such 
as pig-sticking, I have given them up to 8 or 9 lbs. barley 
and 3lbs. bran daily. On sucha diet I have repeatedly 
done three or four hours pig-sticking daily for ten days 
at a stretch, and though riding 13 stone I found that the 
stable have always done well and put on good muscle 
when doing really extraordinary hard work. 

I would mention that the whole good or otherwise of 
barley lies in “ how zt zs given.” It should be parched 
first and then crushed twice f¢z// it 2s almost like flour. 
Colic is almost unknown in my stable, which I attribute 
entirely to the use of well parched and crushed barley. 
Further, I have had horses which came with the reputa- 
tion of having incurable prickly heat and in very many 
cases a barley diet alone has effected a cure. 

I trust that Mr. Rogerson will not think I have written 
the above from a wish to contradict him, but I do think 
that if more people knew the value of barley as a grain, 
if properly prepared, there would be less complaints 
about it “ causing” coiic and skin affections. 

I am quite aware from practical experience that there 
is nothing more indigestible than badly parched, badly 


crushed barley, but I also maintain, from several years 
practical experience, that properly applied there are 
few grains give such good results.—Yours truly, 
G. H. Bapcock, Lieut. 7th Bengal Lancers. 
Fyzabad, May 23. 








OPERATION ON A SPLINT. 


Sir 

I have read Mr. Mayall’s communication on this sub- 
ject in The Veterinary Record for June 15th with great 
interest. During my residence in India have on 
several occasions treated splints by operation. I have 
unfortunately lost my notes on the matter, but speaking: 
from memory I must have had over twenty cases. I per- 
formed the operation much in the same way as described 
by Mr. Mayall. In my first cases I carefully dissected off 
the flap of periosteum, a somewhat tedious performance, 
and after removal] of the exostosis sutured the two por- 
tions together with chromatised silkworm gut, as used in 
human ophthalmic surgery. Later on I found that this 
was. not required, and merely brought the flaps together 
before closing up the operation wound. I never was 
bold enough to scrape the periosteum away bodily as Mr. 
Mayall describes in his case, and this appears to me to 
be an exceedingly interesting point that he has 
cleared up. 

I always removed the growth with a McEwan’s osteo- 
tome, either gouge or chisel shaped, and a mallet. [ 
found that it was well to employ a broad one, so that the 
whole of the growth should be removed and no trimming 
up be required, and with this object I took care to dissect 
the periosteum well away from the splint. I also was 
very careful not to close the skin wound until all bleed- 
ing had absolutely ceased after the tourniquet had been: 
removed, and the five cases that went wrong I attribute 
to neglect of this precaution, the suggestion of which | 
am indebted to from a friend in the Indian Medical 
Service. In my later cases in which this was observed 
the wound healed by first intention without any 
trouble. 

Needless to say rigid antisepsis is necessary, but Mr. 
Mayall’s experience shows that conservation of the 
periosteum is not necessary. The majority of my cases 
went right without any recurrence of the splint, and only 
a slight cicatrix remaining. Those in which there was 
any blemish were, I think, due to suturing the skin be- 
fore bleeding had altogether ceased, but as my notes 
have been mislaid Iam unable to give exact numbers. 


JosHua A. Nunn, Vet.-Lt.-Col. 





- DR. FLEMING’S MEMORIAL. 
ir, 

Through the medium of your paper I should like to 
suggest that if a memorial is instituted, as it probably 
will be, for the sake of perpetuating Dr. Fleming's 
memory, it might take the form of an annual medal or 
prize open to the officers of the A.V.D. for an essay on 
some professional subject. It might be on much the same 
lines as the Parkes Memorial prize for officers of the 
R.A.M.C. Students, at any rate, appear now-a-days to 
suffer from a plethora of medals and prizes, and the A. V.D 
in contradistinction to many other branches of the 
Service, has nothing of the kind. 

I hope this won’t be thought a very selfish idea, but 
considering Dr. Fleming’s close connection with the 
A.V.D. I think that department has some claim on the 
profession. If not taken up by the profession generally, 
perhaps the officers of the A.V.D. might like to do it 
themselves. 

HAKEEM. 


India, May 17. 
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